Curry rice or rice curry... | have 
no idea what the difference is... 


—Masashi Kishimoto, 2006 


Author/artist Masashi Kishimoto was born in 1974 in rural 
Okayama Prefecture, Japan. After spending time in art college, 
he won the Hop Step Award for new manga artists with his 
manga Karakuri (Mechanism). Kishimoto decided to base his 
next story on traditional Japanese culture. His first version of 
Naruto, drawn in 1997, was а one-shot story about fox spirits; 
his final version, which debuted in Weekly Shonen Jump in 
1999, quickly became the most popular ninja manga in Japan. 
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Team Kakashi's mission to rescue Uchiha Sasuke from 
the sinister Orochimaru continues! While Captain 
Yamato's doppelganger searches for the villain's secret 
hideout, Naruto and Sakura pore over Sai's mysterious 
picture book and finally learn the truth about their 
treacherous teammate's troubled origin... 


Sai, meanwhile, remains in the company of Orochi- 
maru where he at last comes face to face with Sasuke. 
But the young man he meets bears little to no resem- 
blance to Naruto's friend of the past. Gone are any 
traces of the light that was once inside him. All that 
remains is a being of darkness bent on destruction... 


Team Kakashi finally infiltrates Orochimaru's lair and 
goes toe to toe with Sasuke. Now more powerful than 
ever, he leaves his former friends in the dust, picking up 
the pieces of their failed mission... 
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BLADE. 


《器 


IN ORDER 
AS IF TO ACTIVATE 
YOU'RE 
FINELY 

SHARPENING TO IMAGINE 

SPLITTING 


INTO TWO... 


«WHEN WE 


ALREADY WHAT'S 
HAVE ( THE POINT 
SHARP- OF USING 
EDGED THE WIND 
NINJA CHANGE 
TOOLS TO 


IN 
BEGIN NATURE 


INSTEAD 
OF 


RUNNING 
CUTTING 
CHAKRA 
THROUGH 
CUTTING 
WEAPONS? 


<< 


ነ 


“BUT IF I 
WANTED ІТ TO, 


WIND CHANGE WEEN тие 
IN NATURE IS 221081, 
BEST SUITED ABILITIES 

FOR SHORT AND FACE EACH 
MIDDLE DISTANCE OTHER WITH 


BLADES... 


ВЕДО 
« THIS 
WAY 


< 


WILL 
THANKS DO! 
>) 


x 
ፌ 


| THINK 
NARUTO 
FORGOT 
WE HAVE 

と HOJI 
ON OUR 

TEAM. 


MIGHTY 
CHIRIKU. 
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< 


THIS 


THis 


THEY'RE 
PROBABLY 
GOING ALL 


…JIN ど HURIKI 
HOSTS ARE 
LIKELY TO BE, 
ON AHUNT... 


«i 


ALL RIGHT! 
NOW LET'S 
| LOG YOUR 
CUMULATIVE 
EXPERI- 
| ENCES 
INTO YOUR 
MEMORY 


《器 


«а 


FATIGUE IS 
SUMMED 


LOGGED 
ASWELL. 


E ——. 


72 


ТО НАУЕ ВЕЕМ 
ENTRUSTED WITH 
SUCH A HUGE 


RESPONSIBILITY 
WHEN IVE JUST 
BE 


FULL MEMBER... 


YOU ALL 
APPROVE 
OF ME, 
RIGHT?! 


<< 


BE CONCISE 
АМО BE COOL. 
THESE ARE 
THE QUALITIES 
OF A TRUE 
AKATSUKI 
MEMBER... 


YOUR PLACE 


) | \ IN THE 

„ANDTHE E RANKS. 

ESSENCE OF | — ሃ 
THE ART OF 

DESTRUCTION. 
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ACTUALLY... 
IT'S COMING 
QUICKLY 
BECAUSE OF 
А THIS TRAINING 

METHOD. 


«а 


УАМАТО, 
LET'S TAKE 
А BREAK 


WHILE HE'S 
OUT. 


«AND YES, 
IT'S ONLY 
POSSIBLE 
BECAUSE 
YOU'RE YOU, 
NARUTO. 


KERK 


IN ORDER TO YOU'RE GOING 
YOULL NEED JOUET IOUS 
ALMS AGAINST 
ТОАСТМАТЕА — PMS en 


LARGE AMOUNT 
OF CHANGE IN (АМО SLAM WIND 
CHAKRA AGAINST 
CHAKRA NATURE, “IT TO CUT THE 
EVEN IF JUST 
FOR AN 
INSTANT. 


I NEVER IMAGINED 
HOW RAPIOLY 
THAT CLUMSY, 
AWKWARD NARUTO 
WOULD ACHIEVE 


ART OF 
MULTIPLE 


22 


ната ЗА 一 TAILS WAS 
Е THAT МИСН 
INTELLECT 


LACKING A 
JINCHORIKI 


«Со 


YOU'RE 
THE ONE 
WHO KEEPS 
HARPING 
ABOUT 
MONEY. 
YOU CARRY 
HIM THE 
WHOLE WAY. 


WHAT?! 
WHY ARE 
YOU LOOK- 
ING AT ME 
LIKE THAT?! 


KILL YOU 
SOMEDAY. 


ANY 
QUES- 
TIONS? 


CHIRIKU, 
FORMERLY 
OF THE 
GUARDIAN 
SHINOBI 
TWELVE, 
SHOULD 
HAVE BEEN 
AT THAT 


TEMPLE. 


I WANT YOU 
TO FINO 
THEM AND 
ASCERTAIN 
тнек 
MOTIVES. 


И 


ж 


били 


` 


5: 
© 
ሠ 


SS 


|- 
Е 


READ 
« THIS 
WAY 


ን 


у ç 1 2 


У “ААН 
| (A kad Ж i NE PG 


4; 
/ || 


IF YOU 
МАКЕ ТОО 
MANY CLONES, 
EACH ОМЕ 5 
СНАККА 
WILL ВЕ 
ТНАТ МИСН 
WEAKER. 


BESIDES, 
THAT 
VVATERFALL'S 
ONLY VVIDE 
ENOUGH 
FOR ABOUT 
TEN OF YOU. 


ONCE 
YOU GET 
USED 
ТО 1Т, 
TLL FLOW 
РАЗТЕК. 


WHAT УОИ 
МЕЕС...15 ТО 
TRANSFORM 

AMASSIVE 
AMOUNT OF 
CHAKRA INTO 
WIND то сит 
ТНЕ WATER- 

FALL. 


OH 
COME ON! 
THERE'S 
GOTTA BE 
SOME KINDA 
SPECIAL 
TRICK TO 
THIS! 


YOU DON'T 
STORE 
THE WIND 
CHAKRA 
YOU CREATE 
INSIDE 
YOURSELF 
LONG 
ENOUGH. 


TIME. 
BE MORE 
THOROUGH. 


«Ше _ 


IF YOU 
CONSIDER 
THAT YOU 

EARED 
THAT IN ONLY 
AFEW HOURS, 
YOU DON'T 
NEED TO 


LISTEN, 


TAUGHT HIM 
THE CHIDORI, 
TOOK QUITE 
AFEW DAYS 
TO ACHIEVE 
LIGHTNING 


| Wd 
Ņ | < 
SS \ 

! ) 


Y y 


í š 
እሪ E AS 


ug Ty NW. 
М” ብለ NN (12 8 


t i 
А БАЊА ДУ > 
УРДУ ws ያማ 


NOT AT ALL... 
PLEASE..IT ከ 

WAS NOTHING... | 
HACK HACK... 

I'M FINE... 
HACK, 


« 
54 


A 
NS 


Par і 4 
27 


READ 
бе 


